Ulverston News

Vaccinations progress
The Mid-Furness GP Primary Care Network vaccinations at Ulverston Health
Centre are progressing extremely well. The vaccinators are jabbing people in
the highest priority groups as fast as the NHS can supply the vaccine.
Earlier this week, on the subject of the GP vaccinations and Ulverston Self
Isolation Group, Dr Gerry Murray said:
"It has been an amazing couple of weeks and we will have vaccinated 4,400
patients by Friday: most of those over 70, the clinically vulnerable, care workers
and care home residents.
"It would not have been possible without this group. What a great community
we are.
"A mass vaccination site at the Ulverston GSK site is also opening next week
and I know that many from this group will be volunteering there as well. The GSK
site will be taking patients from within a 45 mile radius, so together we will get
this done.

"By Friday we will have vaccinated almost 20% of our eligible population in the
Mid Furness primary care network ( Ulverston, Dalton, Askam, Kirkby and
Broughton). The national average is 10%.
"All we need now is more vaccine to protect us all and help us get on with our
lives."
We are very pleased to report that the 700 vaccinations planned for Friday were
delivered successfully. Congratulations to all the vaccinators, NHS staff, and
volunteers for the important roles that they each performed in this incredibly
important undertaking.

Cumbria County Update
Latest data shows the week ending 22nd January recording the highest weekly
number of COVID-19 deaths the county has yet seen.
The tragic news comes as infection rates in the community continue to drop,
but hospitals remain under intense pressure and new admissions continue to
increase in the south of the county.
The county’s Director of Public Health is urging people not to become
complacent as infection numbers fall.
Colin Cox said:
“Our biggest risk now is that we start to think this is all over, infections are
falling, and we have the vaccination programme rolling out. These things are
both true and good news. But we cannot let our guard down or we will once
again see infections rocket.
“85 local people died from COVID-19 this week, our highest ever number. That
is a tragedy and reflects the extremely high infection rate we’ve seen over the
past six weeks. We really must not let ourselves slip back to that place. Please
keep doing what you’re doing, stick to the lockdown rules and we can get
infections down to a manageable level.”

Ulverston Self Isolation Group
Ulverston Self Isolation Group is continuing to
organise the non-clinical volunteer stewards for
the Ulverston Health Centre vaccinations. This has
been a productive and enjoyable experience,
hopefully for everyone involved. We greatly
appreciate the commitment and enthusiasm
demonstrated by the volunteers.
In addition, the group is providing support to
residents of the LA12 postcode area who need
help during the lockdown, even if it's just
somebody to talk to on the phone. Call 01229
357951 at any time, and leave a message. We'll
call you back.

It's also worth noting that the Self Isolation Group
doesn't exist in isolation! It's part of a network of
professional and voluntary organisations, that
deliver support of all sorts to the community.
Examples of groups that we work with are
CancerCare, Foodbank, Ulverston Food Waste
Project, Ford Park, Cumbria County Council, South
Lakeland District Council, Ulverston Town Council,
Keswick to Barrow Walk Committee, St Mary's
Hospice, and many more.
The Self Isolation Group was set up last year, just
before the first national lockdown, as a temporary
organisation. Following extensive discussions with
a number of the organisations named above, the
committee has decided to carry the group forward
as a permanent organisation. We'll be revealing
more details of this in a few weeks time.

Ulverston Festivals 2021

Provisional dates for Ulverston festivals
Nobody knows what will happen with festivals in 2021. However, most of the
Ulverston festival organisars are optimistically starting to make plans. The dates
for the majority of Ulverston festivals have been provisionally agreed, and you
can find them on the Ulverston News website events calendar. More than ever,
please note that calendar listings are subject to change. We'll provide additional
details for each festival as the information becomes available.
If you are organising a community event in Ulverston or the surrounding villages,
whether "real" or virtual, you are welcome to advertise it in Ulverston News. Just
reply to this email newsletter with the details, or use the website Contact Us
form.
Go to Events Calendar

Furness Carers Cafe
Connecting carers online
Join us on Thursdays from 11am to 12am.
These friendly sessions provide an opportunity to
have a chat with other carers, and Furness Carers
staff.
Email: admin@furnesscarers.co.uk

Find out more

Blue Light Hub

Nearly there!
Construction work on the new Ulverston Blue Light Hub at the Beehive
Business Park is nearing completion, and it's due to open within the next few
weeks. The purple eyesore is a thing of the past, and Ulverston will soon have a
state-of-the-art base for its emergency services.
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